LETTER FROM FATHE? PROVENGCAL

\\ < ) i
= U ANNOUNCED  THE NEWCOMER'S
A < ARRIVAL.
g
3 I e
IT 3
s { : |
A=l i
¢ : s G ) W
o . I870,ALFRED BESSETTE ENTERED

_ THE NOYITIATE OF THE RELIOIQUS OF HOLY CROSS ,WHICH
INSTITUTION HAD BEEN OPENED THE PRECEDING YEAR

AT COTE-DES-NEIGES,IN SUBURBAN MONTREAL.

DEC.27,/ HenCEFORTH, THY |[TAT SAME YEAR
(@h NAME SHALL BE,

NDRé / THAT 5 ]
FATHER PROVENQ.ALS
MAME T Q.

@ nﬁm S

. m
e = B8 .‘;‘;’{'." ul:' h "".
m::(“ 4 SR

RAR AP t
B
! A TJO!SEPH lS

<1 PROCLAIMED THE PAT
L OF THE UNNERSAL C.Hu

— g ——




| AM AFRAID, BROTHER ANDRE,
THAT YOUR HEALTH wWiLL NOT
\PERMIT YOU TQ BE OF

MUCH HELP TO THE/
COMMUNITY.

—
——

\\
i ,*)“i”}”

S

DO YOU MEAN
| SHALL HAVE
TO LEAVE 21

=] )=

IN SEVERE ~ HAVE NO FEAR , MY cHILD;
FOUND AN UNEX- QAKE YOUR RELIGIOUS Pg/?/mpj SOME

PECTED PRQTECTORN.._PROFESSION
) e e PRESENTIMENT
] %) N - HAD ENTERED
g T BISHOP I1GNACE

, 5on I Tvank v ) N ) | BoureeTs MIND,
AYOUR EX(ELLENCY 9 | HE WAS HIMSELF

1 | BEseET wiTh A
oA i | STRONG DESIRE
<A = T4 | 7m0 Homawr
cllL{ o \{| | savr voserr.

y/ TAKE HEART,MY SON: IF

YOU ARG UNABLE TO WOREY
OU WILL AT LEAST KNOW
HOW TO PRAY LONG AND

/‘/—\ W
Z”~ > We MUST HAVE A CHURcH
}) SPECIALLY DEDICATED
~ | TO SAINT JOSEPH,WE
WISH TO DEVOTE ALL
OUR STRENGTH AND
W ENERGY IN SPREADING
LOVE AND DEVOTION TO
HIM. THIS COULD BE
BROUGHT ABOUT THROUGH
A CHURCH INWHICH HE
MIGHT DAILY
RECEIVE THE |
UBLIC HOMAGE |

"
_4DUE HIM...

B a A

-y




P TWHERE  WERE )
YOU GOING LAST EVENNGT
LSAW YOU CLIMBING THE "

BROTHER ANDRE | CAN Vo

EXPLAIN HOW IT 1S THAT 1 ALWAYS
FIND MY STATUE OF ST. JOSEPH

NFACING TOWARDS THE MOUNTAIN,

S /"—\.\ ___\@SK YOUR MOM IF
R /T 1S THAT ST.JOSEPH 2 N SHELL LET You
A (wants 10 se Hovorer_ Y%, come
~<uv< L THERE, /e =, bj

_ % :

—_~/~

& ST.JOSEPH RIGHT HERE.
W~ - WERE GOING TOPRAY
FATNTHAT THIS LAND MAY

5 . |BE BOUGHT... ST.

Y\ ST J0SEPH MUST HAVE
A" =\/4 HOME FOR

." e
o

ON. REACHING A CLEARING

THEY KNELT DOWN -




ON THE MOUNTAIN-SIDE,
ACROSS THE ROAD FROM THE
- COLLEGE, BROTHER ANDRE
' NICHED A STATUETTE OF ST..-
JOSEPH IN A NATURAL SETTING
- OF FOLIAGE AND FLOWERS .
. HEWASIN THE HABIT OF .~
~ SPENDING HIS MOMENTS OF
~ LEISURE (N PRAYER BEFORE
THIS MINIATURE SHRINE .
SHORTLY HE PLACED A
MITE BOX AT THE FOOT QF - -
THE UTTLE STATUE TO - -

)

|

’

K

Q(é COLLECT THE OFFERINGS =

7 . OF POSSIBLE PILGRIMS. |
- o :

~-/ e"%‘r ; ¥ S AR e

Ee

ﬁ.
/M QUITE Busy JuST Now. WHY boav't
YOU TAKE A WALKUP THE MOUNTAIN

FATHER SUPERIOR, MA
/| REQUEST THE PERMISSION

SALONG ST. JOSERW(S BOULEVARD ? AND
TO WEEP THE PENNIES THAT
PEOPLE LEAVE AT THE SHRINE
IN HONOR OF P
SAINT JOSEFH ...

BY AL MEANS DON'T FAIL TO
PAUSE AND PRAY BEFORE
THE TINY SHRINE

/’

!/ KNow WHAT
YOU HAVE (N MIND,
70 BE SURE ,You




—n, BROTHERANDRE TO
(e A\PUIT GIVING APPOINT~
IN LATE SUMMER ,\904, [/ i " \MENTS To THESICK,
BROTHER ANDRE WAS GRANTED 2~ |HEWOULD aaé‘YPW
PERMISSION TO BUILD A LITTLE | \,f‘a g WOULON T HE :

5

WELLTHEN, AL~
CHAPEL ON THE MOUNTAIN-SIDE. V). LOW HIM TO
2V ) CARRY ON HIS [
TWORK. Gob WIlL K-

AERANGE €VER

/
- T
-
-

FABUNDIUS ; THAT WL L.

SPARE THE LADS IN THE

NEIGHBORHOOD THE TROUBLE
OF THROWING STONES

~
.




INovemMBER 19 ,1904 ! A MemorasLE DAY ! 5’
A LOVELY STATUE OF SAINT JOSEPH WAS BLESSED

AND CARRIED IN PROCESSION BY THE PUPILS OF

NOTRE DAME COLLE®E TO THE ORATORY WHERE

MASS WAS OFFERED FOR THE FIRST TIME ON

1, MOUNT ROYAL -

THE CHAPEL Aexzve’
AS YET WITHOUT 4
FURNACE, REMAINED.

N
" THE FOUNDER OF

THE ORATORY HAD NOW
CLOSED 41_4 WINTER. )
THE INVALIDS WoucLo SRR S T :: ﬁ;C:;D ANSE:OR;Y‘. SLXET Z‘J i
THEN GATHER IN T 77 .
Jgggcfgggé}zé&fﬂ 2|7z B LITTLE OLD MAtil , HE v,VAb
o YET ALERT AND LIVE-

STREET FROM THE
) LY  WEARING A

COLLGGE
I
ll)“!ﬂhw '.‘ n”]\“‘lhlh\”

LT uﬂww |
. M1t |y

Tﬂ l




IN THE SPRING
OF [906 ,0N
THE FEAST OF
: THE ASCENSION,
e g & A SOLEMN HieH
! THANK THEE , O ; ol ~ (Y MASS WAS SUNG
LORD, FOR ALL THY | P
BLESSINGS /| HELP ME
ALWAYS TO Do

ORATORY. THE
1~ MONTRERL DA~
, ~ LIES CARRIED
THY WILL ) AN EXTENSIVE
s g . : COVERAGE OF
\ THE c€VENT.
VaY®

e
:D@

LA
A PR :
T e P50 A0 :
& p ¢
T ',' e {-‘9%‘

’f

THEN SUDDENLY, HS ,4>

KESULT OF COMPLAINTS
FROM VARIOUS QUARTERS
/ FTHER DIQN se e

POSSIBLY IN /
NEW BRUNSWICK.

%

IN SPITE OF ALL THESE DIF-|
FICULTIES,PeOPLE PERSISTED |
(N ACCLAIMING BROTHERANDRE[
AS A WONDER-WORKER. ;
A TRIUMPH WAS INTHE OFF(NG.

"SEE , BROTHER
ANDRE HAS

WHAT COMFORTS
ME IS THAT, IN THE
WAKE OF EACH TRIAL,

FOLLOWS A NEW
DEVELOPMENT OF

THE SHRINE.

AS YET, THE ORATORY
WAS ONLY 4 BUD. BUT
SOON THE BENEFICENT
AYS OF THE SUN
WouLD MRKE I T
BLoonr.




e—— : ~ YOUR EXCELLENCY, WE
THE NEWS OF CURES, UNANIMOUSLY DECLARE
CONVERSIONS AND FAVORS THAT THE DEVOTION OF
OBTAINED STEADILY REACHED THE PILGRIMS OF THE
THE DIOCESAN AUTHORITIES,
WHO ACCORDINGLY ORDERED
A CANONICAL INVESTIGATION.
BROTHER ANDRE WAS
NOT TROUBLED AT
ALL OVER THE

MEASURE .
————

JBECAUSE OF THE EVER INCREASING FLOW OF PILGRIMS THE FRIENDS
OF BROTHER. ANDRE DECIDED THE TIME WASRIPE FOR ANEW ATTEMPT....

-SO You SEEH THE AU THOR> ON SEPTEMRER |4 ,THE
IZATION TO ENLARGE THE LOCAL COUNCIL OF NOTRE
/,96%4 PEL , INSTALL ADEQUATE DAME COLLEGE AGREED TO
TING FACIITIES ,BUIlD ARES—) THE REQUEST OF THE ORA —
TAURANT FOR PILGRIMS ANDTO)  rogy'e PROMOTERS. |
PROVIDE 4 ROOM on /}?c,q- ) A k

TION FOR BROTHERMD.
THAT \ [ %
\—

k- i
A /
~ /CAN HARDLY BE-
WORK WAS BEGUN ON SEP. LIEVE THE CHAPEL IS
TEMBER 23, AND SEVERAL WEEKS NOW HEATED/ /
LATER WALLS WERE ADDED TO WE'LL BE SO Muct
HALF OF THE OPEN SHELTER MORE AT EASE TO

FORMING THE NAVE OF A CHURCH _
OF WHICH THE ORIGINAL CHAP.
EL SERVED AS THE SANCTU-
ARY.




T DI% - THE PERIOD OF DOUBT AND HESITATION IS PAST,

ND NOW...-
“WHAT DO you & i
THINK OF THIS , \ P

BROTHER Ayvoee'_?

/\'\\I,\

£ N
\_/'/ L5 J&'

o -

—IT CERTAINLY
1S A BEAUTIFUL

CHURCH. /N WHAT
COUNTRY 15 IT

—/-WOULDN'T You

( BE SURPRISED IF | L
TOLD YOU THAT SOME DAY, ¥
THIS WILL BE ST.JOSEPHS
IN EUROPE , , [T ORATORY OF ‘
N\ N0 DOUBTL £ :

A/LQ’UNT ROYAL .

AND AT THAT TIME, IN
EUROPE , THE WAR WAS

DESTROYIN©G HUNDREDS

OF CHURCHES.....

GO/NG TO B% , »
SoLp, i ‘

BROTHER , ;
ANDRE I /WX

A

€ )

-AS COUNSELED
IN THE GOSPEL,

WE 'RE BUILDING
\ON S0L/0 RQcCK,

N | o—7
ON THE SLOPE OF MOUNT ROYAL ROSE

A LARGE , MASSIVE CRYPT-CHURCH, NOT
|| UNLIKE A FORTRESS .




- FIRST OF ALL , you
GO TO CONFESS/ION ,
AND THEN You MAY
START YOUR NOVENA

N ACERTAIN
AFTERNOON, A
GENTLEMAN WHOSE
| ARM WAS PARALYZED
AS THE RESULT
OF A STROKE

WALKED INTO i YES, YOU 'RE RIGHT,
BROTHER ANDRE S St B [GROTHER, ITSS TWENTY- FIVE
OFRICE... .. ; ; YEARS NOW SINCE 1'VE BEEN
- TO THE SACRAMENTS .
-FPLEASE ORADDY / : ,7‘_%45 %F”/ZEABE% w:uge;}oq /V01/6ﬂ '
DON'T SPEAK SO LoUD S N Lo THELSHCRA =
v 7 AMENTS FOR TWENTY-FIVEYERRS, 1 LL AT LERST
EVERYBODY CAN HEQR AVE THE COURAGE TO RDMIT MY
you // Mxe.
. YOUR HAT...
; WITH YOUR R/IGHT .
'(' HAND .

<

“"‘ _' .‘ ]q}‘- ) Y PR - - -
oY '\\L . [ Z
THE MAN OBEYED, STUNNED BEYOND WORDS. THE FOLLOWING DAY
HE CAME BACK To THE ORATORY FOR CONFESSION AND HOLY COM -

MUN(ON. BROTHER prNDRé OFTEN TOLD OF THE HAPPY CONVERSION OF THIS FALLEN-AWAY
CATHOLIC .

§\\d THE NUN OBEYED, AND WAS LIT-

A NUN ONE DAY ENTERED BROTHER ANORE'S
OFFICE AS HE WAS READING FROM"“ THE \\ ERALLY AHAZED /
FOLLOWING OF CHRAST / § ~Gooplord! [ AcTugiLy

= BROTHER, HOW CAN YOU Cwlfe?)p THOSE LINES | WHY,

RERD SUCH SMALL TYPE? I'M SURE N\ BROTHER, HoW BRIGHT 1T 15
! COULDN'T. | HARDLY SEE WELL ENOUEH, IN YoumR
TO FIND MY WAY, BIFOUND THE

e CONVENT.

AN




ONA STOP-OVER N FALL RIVER,MASS..
BROTHER ANDRE PAID A VISIT TO sAmr
JOSEPHS ORPHANAGE, AN INSTITUTION THAT
HAD BEEN OPENED A FEW MONTHS PREVIOy
UNDER THE CARE OF THE GREY NUNS .

~SISTER,yoU ARE DOING WON —
OERFUL WORK .BUILD ANOTHER
WING , FOR THERE ARE SO

")AONY WAIFS roBE T4
EN_CARE oF.

)

_ WHAT BOTHERS
US 1S THAT WE

OUIP DEBTS ,

- THAT PROBLEM (S
SIMPLE ENOUGH TO SOLVE
JUST PLACE A REMINOER
BEFORE THE STATUE

OF ST.JOSEPH,
READING :

PAY

)

KWE'VE TAKEN
‘| YOUR ADVICE ,
BROTHER /

wmé é

SANT JOSEPH
HELP uS PAY

OUR DEBTS.

No, you WAVEN T!! HAD
TOLD YOU TO WRITE :SAINT
Spy VoSEPY, PAY OUR DEBTS | !

X YOU’VE CHOSEN NIM AS
YouR PROVIDER, SO WHY DO
yov MHESITATE 70 A’erf/,v

HIM OF THAT ?

&)

BROTHER ANORE , PLEASE
come wiTH ME [/

MY MOTHER -IN~LAW
1S ON THE POI/INT

Ry e /
{; OF DEATH |

~You'vE ARRIVED
TOoO LATE:: SHES
DEAD. THE DOCTOR

HAS DRAWN A )
SHEET OVER 4 )
HER HEAD. |

D

~GET ME AN ORANGE .
/] WANT HER T O




| IN THE FALL OF 1435, WHILE ATTENDING A MEETING OF THE ORATORY'S
LOCAL COUNCIL, PRESIDED BY FATHER ALBERT COUSINEAV,C.S.C., BROTHER
|__ANDRE , CONTRARY TO HIS HABIT, VOICED WIS OPINION ¢ g

THE EXPERTS WARN US THAT WE MUST \ DO YOU WISH TOFINISH THE ORA~
COVER THE BASILICA SOON, IF SERIOUS [TORY ? PUT SAINT JOSEPH INSIDE [
DAMAGE 1S To BE AVOIDED. HOWEVER, ) THOSE WALLS STANDING WITHOUT

B\ WE HAVEN'T ENOUGH FUNDS FOR A ROOFR.,, HE WILL FIND THE
¥ . SUCH AN ENTERPRISE MONEY To 3HELTER

=" HIMSELF /

(2 -

N THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF NOVEMBER K3
THE RELIGI0US OF THE SHRINE WITH A FE
F THEIR FRIENDS FORMED A SHORT PR

f
Il

\ __[™ " |CESSION TO ESCORT THE STATUE OF SAINT
\ SAINT JOSEPH \ _ [~ iy MOSEPH UP THE HILLSIDE TOTHE BASILICA,
i— - ROTHER ANDRE TRUDGED ALONG, HELPED

MoST Fﬂ/Th’FUL! BY BROTHER PLACIDE,

n s b ‘\’ 2
d \*‘ g PR e 7,

 BROTHER ,PRAY HARD; I'M | FATHER SUPERIOR,
\ GO RIGHT AREAD,FATHER,)
GOING TOMEET THE ~/HoOLD MEDAL OF i

E ARCH THIS MED A\&D‘k [THE CHURCH MUST BE

BISHOP FOR PERMISSION/SAINT JOSEPH (N YOUR H i
TORESUME THE WORK-“DURING YOUR INTERVIEW. Y/ |COMPLETED WITHIN
08 ; DON'T FEAR; THE PERMISSION )7 | \THE sHORTEST PoS~
P

-t ¢y~
C' : WILL BE GRANTED . /
{ = \__/g.// g ?I{.I SIBLE OSLAYS !
S /7

1 5
\ __i

a

T

il
\ \\ it

Xz,

e N




) = BN 7

ON CHRISTMAS EVE, 1936, BROTHER ANDRE (e ,&'Caﬂe, BROTHER,
WAS SEATED BEHIND THE MAIN ALTAR,IN L= Bl /24 HELP you
THE SANCTUARY OF THE CRYPT,FOR MID- o VoS
NIGHT MASS . TO RECEIVE COMMUNION, HE @y
WENT AROUND TO THE FRONT OF THE ALTAR,
SOMETHING HE WAS NOT ACCUSTOMED
TO DO,

OVELTIRED, HE WAS
COMPELLED TO LEAVE THE
CRYPT BEFORE THE EBND
OF THE THIRD MASS,

“THAT EVENING , DURING MEAL. ...

(- WHEN ONE ACCOMPLISHES

ANOTHER -Bur T Ys
OME GOOD ON EARTH
CHRISTMAS DAY ORATORY ( 1715 NOTHING IN COM =
/S PAST/ STILL PARISON TO WHAT ONE
;: NEEDS YOV ., WILL BE ABLE TO po

FROM HEAVEN.
~THIS PROBABLY
Wite BE
MY LAST.

- & 3 — < —

THE NEXTDAY,WHEN RETURNING FROM A SIcK

[ THE HOSPITRL. -YEs, | KNow. How FINE

9F ST-LRURENT |\ 4 ALACE THIS woulD
/TS AN 0LO BUD- ) BE FOR SOMEONE T©

WHICH TO PRE -,
PARE FOR DEATH .




EARLY IN THE MORNING OF JANUARY 6TH, REV. FATHER ALBERT COUSINEAU,
C.5.C., SUPERIOR OF THE ORATORY, OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED THE PASSING OF
~ THE GREAT APOSTLE OF SAINT JOSEPH:. THE NEWS SPREAD LIKE WILDFIRE.

Rs)
i Ké

| 6 M

EVEN NON -CATHOLIC EDITORS HieHLY SPOKE
/N PRAISE OF THE DECEASED RELIGIOUS .

OF BROTHER ANDRE.
T —

/MY MOTHER MUST B
VERY SRD, SHE WAS
CURED BY BROTHER
RANORE WHEN ALL THE
D0CTORS THOUGHT
SHE WASDONE :

CAN WAL
TODRY, IT IS

THANKS 7O
BROTHER

[_/-/v OFF(CES, FACTORIES AND HOMES , PEOPLE WERE
TELUING ALL RBOUT THEIR PERSONRL MEMOR/ES

~You KNow MY BROTHER
DON'T you 7 WELL , tF KE

W -/ NCVER FELT SO NERVOUS WHEN
‘ B DOING THIS TYPE OF WORK,

e ;’cx: }%
§ P = 7S
THATS Fie Sl ! |

Swortr /
TN B e

ik
I
A
%

A MORTUARY MASK OF ST.JOSEPH'S
LATE APOSTLE.

NEWS RGENCIES WERE BUSY
SPREBIOING THE SCOOP TO THE FAR
CORNERS OF THE WoRLD.

(et .

|

sl

OUT OF RESPECT, BROTHER ANDRE'S BODY WAS NoT
EMBALMED . T WAS LAID OUT (N A WUMBLE COFFIN
SIMILAR TO THAT USED FOR ANY OF WIS CONFRERES, -




AT TEN ©'CLOCK THAT MORNING  THEHOSPITAL WAS INVADED BY HUNDREDS OF GRIEVING
VISITORS . FOR EACH AND EVERYONE |7 WAS AS IF A MEMBER OF THE FAMILY HAD JusT

0‘CLO THAT AFTGRnooN THE -
PASSED AWAY « AT THREE Fe‘;ﬁcg(‘_;m SAME HE BODY WAS TRANS

/

THIS LOOKS
MORE LIKE A
TRIUMPHAL MARCH
THAV A FUNEREAL

ESCORT/ 4

HE SURELY
WwilL B6
REHEHBE RED’

o4

THE COFFIN WAS SET UP IN THE CRYPT, IN A LATERGL CHAPEL OPPOSITC

THE MAIN ENTRANCE ; UNDERNEATH THE MAZE OF CRUYCHES AND CANES
LEFT AT THE suame BY GRAVEFUL PILGRIMS. THE VISITORS CONTINUED TO

TOUCH REUG(OUS ART'ICLG) TOTHG' BODY OF TH D"C.EASED WONDGR MAN-

)
GooD BROTY.
ER ANDRE,

PLERSE RESTOREQ

PEACE TO OUR

WITHOUT INTERRUPTION, FOR stx \
DAYS AND NIGHTS, IN SPITE OF RAIN, ¢
SNOW AND SLEET, A HUMAN TIDE

BEAT AGAINST MOUNT ROYAL .
THOUSANDS OF THE FAITHFUL TOOK
THE CONFESSIONALS BY ASSAULT .

BROTHER ANDRE '
WAS PURSVING HIS TASK,,. I




