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May 21, 2020 
40th Day of Easter, Ascension Thursday 
 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
I last wrote to you on May 9 outlining how our parish is planning to begin resuming public 
masses beginning this upcoming weekend, May 23/24. Since that time, we have been able to host 
small private celebrations of Baptisms and First Communions. Today and tomorrow I have 
funerals scheduled for parishioners. While our state and nation begin to slowly gather and 
commerce, I write to once again explain what we are doing at Saint Joseph Parish. If you have 
questions that are not addressed in this letter, please do email me at krusseau@stjoeparish.com 
and I will do my best to respond to your questions.     
 
Mass 
Our regular Mass schedule will resume this Saturday, May 23, with a vigil Mass at 5:00pm. 
Sunday Masses will be celebrated at 8:00am, 10:00am, and 5:00pm. Weekday Masses will be 
celebrated at 7:00am Monday-Friday and 8:00am on Saturday, followed by confessions and a 
Holy Hour on Saturday. Also note that we will be celebrating the sacraments of initiation for our 
RCIA group on Sunday, May 31, at the 10:00am Pentecost Mass. 
 
We cannot accommodate full participation at our Masses from every parishioner at this time. Our 
bishop and governor have charged pastors to be prudent and implement safety precautions as we 
reopen public liturgies. Please remember that Bishop Rhoades has dispensed the obligation for 
Sunday worship until August 15, when he will reevaluate the risks associated with large 
gatherings. We recommend that those who are currently uncomfortable in a social gathering with 
limited protections continue to refrain from attending Mass in person for the time being.  
 
As part of our effort to ensure that parishioners do not feel any obligation to resume in-person 
worship, we are limiting our lay ministry opportunities to one volunteer sacristan, lector, and 
eucharistic minister, but there is absolutely no obligation for anyone to volunteer. In the absence 
of ministers, I will take their places at Mass when needed. I will also be looking for a few 
volunteers to assist with sanitizing the church after our liturgies.   
 
Some of the things you will see at Mass at Saint Joseph Church:  

 
• We will block off every other pew with a cord to assist with distancing. Please sit where 

you feel comfortable as a family. The balcony will be open at all Masses. 
• Although there will not be markings on the floor, please note that about 2 ½ floor tiles 

will allow for recommended social distancing of 6+ feet. 
• We will attempt to provide hand sanitizer near the entrances of the church. 
• Our diocese has asked that all congregants wear face coverings at this time, though there 

are exceptions for very young children and those with breathing issues. 
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• We will not be singing. 
• There will not be a sign of peace. 
• We will continue to offer only the Consecrated Bread, which fully has Jesus’ Body, 

Blood, Soul, and Divinity present within. 
• Communion will be administered on the hands only, with a procession from the side 

aisles. This is meant to eliminate the two-line approach from the center aisle. Hand 
sanitizer will be made available in the procession. 

• I, along with any Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, will be wearing a mask 
during the distribution of Communion. 

• There is no obligation to receive Holy Communion if you attend Mass. 
• Collections baskets will not be passed. Instead, a basket will be located in front of the 

altar for those who wish to leave offerings before or after Mass, or after receiving 
Communion. 

• There will be no formal procession at the beginning or end of Mass. Attendees will 
dismiss as they feel comfortable, maintaining distance from others. 

• Should we see Mass attendance increase to a level where social distancing is difficult, 
we will look into offering a solution such as an overflow location the following week. 

 
For Those Not Attending Mass 
It has been a long time since we have been able to celebrate Mass together. For those who are 
older, high-risk, or live with someone who is high-risk, it is probably not time to resume public 
worship. We also discourage attendance for those who remain uncomfortable participating in a 
public gathering and risking infection. 
 
We plan to record the vigil Mass each Saturday and post it on our YouTube channel by early 
Sunday morning (though the last two weekends have presented some audio/visual challenges that 
we are continuing to fine-tune!) I would encourage those who do not attend in person to continue 
to participate in prayer as best you are able from home and receive Spiritual Communion. We are 
looking into providing catechesis about Spiritual Communion to help all of us understand that 
God’s graces transcend our norms and patterns. God loves us and desires our communion with 
Him!  
 
The Lord’s Watch and Adoration 
We introduced The Lord’s Watch Adoration on January 1 (Feast of Mary, Mother of God) this 
year. It was an initiative of the Pastoral Council that was intended to be a short program that 
ended on the Feast of Saint Joseph (March 19). With the suspension of public Masses, we 
decided to continue the Lord’s Watch with expanded hours but restrictions on attendance. We 
have 270 emails on the Lord’s Watch listserve! We feel this initiative was God’s providence 
allowing so many to be close to Jesus even during this pandemic. 
 
With public Masses now resuming, we will continue the Lord’s Watch for three more weeks 
before taking a summer break. These next three weeks, it will move to a new day and time, 
beginning now after the 7:00am morning Mass on Thursdays and concluding before the 7:00am 
Mass on Fridays. You can sign up for adoration at stjoeparish.com. 
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Confessions 
Saturday Holy Hour and confessions will resume on May 30 following the 8:00am Mass and 
continuing to approximately 9:15am (or later if people still hunger for this sacrament). I am also 
available to schedule an appointment to hear confessions. 
Details about where and how this sacrament will be celebrated are still being worked out, but we 
will find a suitable location in the church that will allow for recommended distancing.   
 
RCIA  
The Rights of Initiation for Adults (RCIA) will be celebrated on Sunday, May 31, at the 10:00am 
Mass. Please continue to pray for our brothers and sisters who will receive Baptism, 
Confirmation, and their First Communion. Also note that this Mass will last a bit longer as we 
have these extra, special rites to celebrate. 
 
Baptisms 
We have been able to celebrate baptisms for several weeks now and we will continue to do so. 
We bless fresh water from a pitcher and pour the water over your newborn. We schedule a time 
and venue to make your family comfortable and safe as we welcome our newest members of the 
church to our family! 
 
 
In this time of uncertainty, I want every family at Saint Joseph Parish to know that we are here to 
help. If you need a sacrament, we can find ways to celebrate it that make sense for your family’s 
situation. If you have other needs, I ask you to please reach out to me so that I might know how 
to assist your family. 
 
Please be assured of my prayers.  
 
God bless,  
 
 
 
Fr. Kevin  


